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Information on the VdHK CaveLife App 

winner of the EuroSpeleo Protection Label FSE 2021 
Description of the Importance of CaveLife App 

The CaveLife web app of the German Speleological Federation VdHK is a modern tool for standardized 
assessments of the status of a cave and recording of the cave and groundwater fauna. With the app, all 
necessary data on the surveyed objects and the species groups (taxa) can be recorded on-site. 

It consists of four pillars: 1. the general data like length, entrance coordinates and cave type, 2. the 
taxonomic recording of species and species groups, 3. habitat structures and 4. threats. It is possible to 
evaluate each cave according to the EU Habitats Directive. 

Once downloaded it can be used on any computer, tablet and smartphone even if the user is offline during 
the assessment. When GPS is activated CaveLife App provides additional data on the recorded site like 
protected areas, geological or cadastre information for Germany. 

The use is easy and free of charge for any non-commercial use. Every user has the right to correct and 
request his reported data. The data is transferred to a database hosted by VdHK. It consists of the 
biospeleological register of Germany and is linked to the library management system Citavi. Currently, the 
database contains over 11,000 different objects: about 1,500 caves, more than 1,500 mine tunnels and rock-
cut cellars, and other underground habitats like karst springs and fountains, data on 230,000 single finds are 
registered. The App is used by several hundred speleologists from Germany, Austria, Luxembourg and 
Switzerland. 

Cave-Life App is self-explanatory, with an integrated manual and part of the website vdhk.de. Regarding 
Natura 2000, VdHK is collaborating with the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation BfN. CaveLife App was 
acknowledged as a role model for other habitat types to be invented for Germany, it is available in German 
and English language, the Swiss Society for Speleology SGH is currently working on the French translation 
and Luxembourg will officially use it for its Natura 2000 monitoring. 

Without the knowledge of Stefan Zaenker on cave animals, cave protection and Natura 2000 and his son 
Christian who developed the technical side and all of the users from the first moments VdHK would not have 
been able to set up the app and present it at the International Congress of Speleology 2022, provide a 
workshop at the 6th Cave Protection Symposium 2021 and at the German Cave Animal Workshop 2022 in 
collaboration with the German Federal Agency on Nature Conservation BfN. 

The more data will be recorded the more conclusions can be made to get an overview, trends and impacts of 
cave protection and the destruction of underground habitats in the participating countries to underline 
demands and efforts on every political level. 

With the support of the ESPL2021 sponsor Scurion® 

 
 
 

 

Websites: https://cavelife.app/ 
  www.vdhk.de 
  www.scurion.ch 

                    (photo by Christian Zaenker) 



1 

 

 

German Speleological Federation VdHK 
 

Information on  
VdHK CaveLife App 
 

https://cavelife.app/ 
 
 
Description of the Importance of CaveLife App 
 
The CaveLife web app of the German Speleological Federation VdHK is a modern tool for standardized 
assessments of the status of a cave and recording of the cave and groundwater fauna. With the app, all 
necessary data on the surveyed objects and the species groups (taxa) can be recorded on-site.  
 It consists of four pillars: 1. the general data like length, entrance coordinates and cave type, 2. the 
taxonomic recording of species and species groups, 3. habitat structures and 4. threats. It is possible to 
evaluate each cave according to the EU Habitats Directive.  
Once downloaded it can be used on any computer, tablet and smartphone even if the user is offline during 
the assessment. When GPS is activated CaveLife App provides additional data on the recorded site like 
protected areas, geological or cadastre information for Germany. 
  
The use is easy and free of charge for any non-commercial use. Every user has the right to correct and 
request his reported data. The data is transferred to a database hosted by VdHK. It consists of the 
biospeleological register of Germany and is linked to the library management system Citavi. Currently, the 
database contains over 11,000 different objects: about 1,500 caves, more than 1,500 mine tunnels and 
rock-cut cellars, and other underground habitats like karst springs and fountains, data on 230,000 single 
finds are registered. The App is used by several hundred speleologists from Germany, Austria, Luxembourg 
and Switzerland. 
  
Cave-Life App is self-explanatory, with an integrated manual and part of the website vdhk.de. Regarding 
Natura 2000, VdHK is collaborating with the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation BfN. CaveLife App was 
acknowledged as a role model for other habitat types to be invented for Germany, it is available in German 
and English language, the Swiss Society for Speleology SGH is currently working on the French translation 
and Luxembourg will officially use it for its Natura 2000 monitoring. 
Without the knowledge of Stefan Zaenker on cave animals, cave protection and Natura 2000 and his son 
Christian who developed the technical side and all of the users from the first moments VdHK would not 
have been able to set up the app and present it at the International Congress of Speleology 2022, provide a 
workshop at the 6th Cave Protection Symposium 2021 and at the German Cave Animal Workshop 2022 in 
collaboration with the German Federal Agency on Nature Conservation BfN. 
  
The more data will be recorded the more conclusions can be made to get an overview, trends and impacts 
of cave protection and the destruction of underground habitats in the participating countries to underline 
demands and efforts on every political level. 
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Links  
 
Link to CaveLife App 
https://cavelife.app/ 
 
Linked at the homepage of the German Speleological Federation 
www.vdhk.de 
 
 
Pictures:  
 
First CaveLife App Workshop at AGM of VdHK 2019 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stefan Zaenker (Head of the Biospeleology    Participants of the workshop 
Department VdHK) with his son Christian   (Photo: Renate Gindert) 
both developer of the CaveLife App 
hosting the workshop 
(Photo: Renate Gindert) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CaveLife App in use on a smartphone  CaveLife App in use in a cave 
(Photo: Renate Gindert) (Photo: Peter Hofmann) 

 
 

http://www.vdhk.de/
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Screenshots CaveLife App  
 
 

 
 
Change of language: Einstellungen / Settings -> Sprache ändern -> English 
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New users can test the app by creating a new test object: ADD+ -> General data -> Test object 
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Rating of habitat structures, description details to every single point available - example: Moist cave walls 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rating of threats, description details available to every single point - example: Waste deposites 
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Addition of species from a large list of taxa categories, for example bats 


