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PROTEctUS — Cleaning and Protecting Cave Habitats for the Conservation of the Black Olm
addresses severe environmental pressure in the karst landscape of Bela krajina, south-eastern
Slovenia, where the only known habitat of the black olm (Proteus anguinus parkelj) is located.
This rare and highly threatened endemic subspecies survives in an area smaller than 100 km? and
is extremely vulnerable to groundwater pollution. In the hydrological catchment of the Doblicica
spring, an important drinking water source for the local population, 275 caves have been
identified, with at least 35 already recorded as polluted.

The project will respond through systematic field surveys, assessment of cave pollution, and
clean-up actions in the most affected caves. Its main aim is to improve the ecological condition
of the black olm’s habitat and reduce risks to underground water resources. At the same time,
the project will involve local residents, schools, communities, NGOs, and public institutions
through educational workshops, presentations, public outreach, and media activities. This will
strengthen awareness of the fragility of karst ecosystems and encourage more responsible
environmental behaviour.

The project builds on more than 40 years of experience of Caving Club Novo mesto in cave
research, protection, and remediation. By combining direct environmental action, expert
monitoring, and community engagement, PROTEctUS will improve habitat conditions for the
black olm while also helping protect the most important drinking water resource of Bela krajina
and providing a model for similar action in other vulnerable karst regions of Slovenia.

Y PROTECTUS

Fédération Spéléologique Européenne a.s.b.l. - R.C.S. Luxembourg: F7846 - 2, rue du Fort Olisy L-2261 Luxembourg
Postal Address: BP. 3067 — L-1030 Luxembourg - email : protection@eurospeleo.eu — http://www.eurospeleo.ew/ECPC



