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Synopsis 

This year’s expedition, organized for third time in a row to the second deepest cave of Greece, the “Hole of 

the Lion” (- 1,110m) on the White Mountains massif of the Hania Prefecture of Crete took place from the 

15
th

 until 30
th

 of August. The expedition’s objectives were to continue the exploration and survey of the 

collector, but also to collect the three hydrological sensors that the Polytechnic University of Crete had 

given us to install last year inside the cave.  

For the preparation and success of the expedition, apart from material, secretarial and logistical support 

from SELAS club, we were fortunate to secure the financial support of the Prefecture of Crete as co-

organiser. The participation and cooperation of the Speleological team of the Mountaineering Club of Hania 

(EOS Hanion) has also been significant, as has the support of SPOK caving club in Heraklion, Crete. Cavers 

from a number of clubs participated, such as SELAS, POA and SPOK. Balkan cavers from Bulgaria, Slovenia, 

Croatia and Romania as well as cavers from France, Poland and Russia also participated in the expedition.  

 

This expedition was the third Euro Speleo Project to be implemented in our country, following the two Euro 

Speleo Projects implemented by SELAS to the same cave in 2013 and 2014. The support of the FSE resulted 

in the expedition being granted equipment of a great value that was used during the expedition and also 

remains for future expedition use. The expedition was also supported materially by the Balkan 

Speleological Union with materials for the bivouac at -500m. The expedition was chiefly supported by 

SELAS, which provided the greatest part of the equipment necessary for the expedition, interceded with 

ANEK Lines for sponsorship of the expedition transport and with CDC – Caving Diving Canyoning which 

kindly provided Polo-brand sleeping bags. The unflinching support of the Speleological team of the 

Mountaineering Club of Hania, for one more time, was also instrumental to the expedition’s success.  

 

There were two preparatory expeditions, the main 15-day expedition and one wrap-up expedition. These 

are recounted below:  

• The first preparatory expedition ran from 29 May to 3 June. Eight cavers made the ascent to the 

Atzines plateau. The situation in LO23 was worrying, with the natural sinter basin no longer holding 

the flow of water from which all previous expeditions were drinking. A visit was made to LO16 

(possibly the first visit since 1982) which was a potential source of drinking water, but the snow 

inside did not allow us to assess the possibility of using this source. After deliberations, a 250 lt tank 

was placed directly in the gour and the incoming water flow directed directly into the tank. The rate 

of flow meant that the tank of 250 lt would fill within a 12 hour period, allowing this to then be 

raised to the tanks at -30m. A total of 550 lt was collected and the Lion was rigged to -120m. 

• The second was conducted on the weekend of 8/9 August. Four cavers from Crete went up to fill 

the new tanks and place them safely in LO23, ready for the main expedition.  

• 15-30 August: main expedition. Thirty cavers from eight countries (Greece-Bulgaria-Slovenia-

Croatia-Romania-France-Poland-Russia) participated. The cave was rigged to -750m (half way down 

the p.80) and a bivouac was established (in the same place as last year) with a capacity for 4 people 

to overnight at -500m. A telephone line was rigged from the camp secretariat to the bivouac at -

500m, with a third handset at -240m, to facilitate coordination. Exploration and survey work was 

continued from the point reached last year (6m waterfall). The waterfall was re-rigged and 380m of 

new passage was surveyed in the upstream leg of the collector. The collector divides into 4 smaller 

underground rivers and in addition to the central one which was partially explored last year and 

finished this year, work began on exploration of other branches of the upstream cave. In the 

downstream passage, a circuit round the circumference of the p.80 was completed and new 

passage was explored and surveyed heading upwards and trending north. In addition, new 

entrances were marked on the GPS and some were explored and surveyed. 

• 10-11 October: seven cavers carried out the de-rigging during a two-day post-expedition. Part of 

the equipment remained in the cave to facilitate a return in the future for the continuation of the 

exploration. Work was carried out in two teams, the first going to the collector at -480m and 

derigging on the way up. At the Cafeteria (-240m), they were joined by the second team who 
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helped with the carrying. A third team prepared LO1 for the winter. The phone line was no longer 

operational, for unknown reasons, and Panos had an accident when he was hit by falling rock at -

300m, without serious consequences.  

 

 

The expedition was supported by:  

  

 
European Federation of Speleology  

(through the Eurospeleo projects initiative) 

 

 

 
 

Balkan Speleological Union 

 

 

The expedition used caving gear of the following brands, made available through sponsorship:  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

View to the east of the Lion from the north – photo by Uroš Frlan
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Participants 
 

In total there were 30 full members of the main expedition (listed below) in addition to Gregor and Korinna 

from SPOK who joined us again at base camp for one overnight. Among the expedition members, beyond 

the Greek cavers, there were 7 from Bulgaria, 5 from Slovenia, 4 from Croatia, 2 from Romania and one 

each from France, Poland and Russia who responded to our call for participation. In sum, a total of 309 

overnights were made at LO1 (or inside the Lion itself).   

 

The manpower of the expedition by day and by nation is shown below: 

Nr Surname 
Departure 

from Piraeus 
Departure from 

CHANIA 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

1 Zacharias 19-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
     

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

2 Georgopoulos 14-Aug-15 23-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
      

3 Markov 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

4 Zlatev 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

5 Dimitrov 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

6 Stoev 14-Aug-15 22-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
        

7 Dimov 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

8 Georgiev 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

9 Trendafilova 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

10 Maticic 15-Aug-15 26-Aug-15 
 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
    

11 Intihar 15-Aug-15 26-Aug-15 
 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
    

12 Frlan 15-Aug-15 26-Aug-15 
 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
    

13 Hiti 15-Aug-15 26-Aug-15 
 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
    

14 Botond 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

15 Mezei 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

16 Hasialis 22-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
        

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

17 Bence 19-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
     

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

18 Katsoulis 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

19 Selakovic 14-Aug-15 20-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 
          

20 Bali 14-Aug-15 20-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 
          

21 Vujnovic 14-Aug-15 20-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 
          

22 Sutlovic 14-Aug-15 20-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 
          

23 Maticic 15-Aug-15 26-Aug-15 
 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
    

24 Margiolis 19-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
     

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

25 Kouzmina 19-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
     

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

26 Koutsoumani 19-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 
     

1 1 1 1 1 1 
    

27 Tomi (by plane) 15-Aug-15 21-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 
         

28 Vardoulaki 14-Aug-15 30-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
        

29 Asimakopoulos 19-Aug-15 26-Aug-15 
     

1 1 1 1 1 1 
    

30 Dilintas 14-Aug-15 20-Aug-15 1 1 1 1 1 
          

  

August 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Total at LO1 16 23 23 23 23 24 23 21 22 21 21 14 14 14 14 

People in tents 5 5 5 5 6 5 3 4 3 3     

 

Such a large number of cavers onsite exceeded the figures for the expe of 2008 (under GS Catamaran of France) which 

first explored the cave to -1,110m and the two expe of 2013 and 2014. Provision was made for participants to sleep in 

tents, creating a Slovenian / Romanian neigbourhood just outside LO1.  
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Romanian hammock 

neighbourhood (photo Uros) 

Slovenian tent neighbourhood (photo Uros) 

Exterior LO1 (Photo Stelios) 

 

Interior LO1, looking towards Bulgarian quarter 

(Photo Tichomir) 
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It has to be mentioned that the expedition received valuable logistical support in Athens from Michalis 

Tsopelas, Kostas Adamopoulos and Kostas Iatrou, and from George Mazonakis and other volunteers from 

the Caving Team of EOS Hanion.  

SELAS Caving Club has supported this expedition with in-kind contribution of the overwhelming majority of 

the equipment for rigging the cave and for establishing the bivouac. The club has also provided support 

acting as an intermediary between the organizing committee and various bodies such as the Prefecture of 

Crete, the Samaria National Park and ANEK Lines from whom reduced fares on the ferry boats were 

secured. The club also secured by way of sponsorship through the vendor CDC - Caving Diving Canyoning, 

four Polo-brand sleeping bags for the bivouac with tolerances for lower temperatures.  

Beyond this, the Local Mountaineering club (EOS Hanion) contributed, for one more time, the most to the 

success by offering upmost support before, during and after the expedition. In addition, we are grateful to 

the bureau and members of SPOK Caving Club for the loan of cooking materials for LO1 and for support in 

the pre- and post-expeditions, as well as to all independent cavers who made the ascent to LO1 before and 

after the main expedition.   

 

Governance and Objectives 

 
Coordinating committee: Michail Tsopelas, Stelios Zaharias, Efsaia Vardoulaki, Alexander Margiolis, 

Kostas Adamopoulos and Panos Georgopoulos. 

 

Fundamental objectives:  

Α) Safety – Emphasis on prevention and avoidance of any accident during the expedition (explorations 

matter less: we do not allow any compromise on safety at all times) 

Β) Respect – Respect of the caves that we explore and the environment (no rubbish – no alterations) and 

respect for each other!  

 

Objectives: 

 Continuation of the explorations of “Lion” cave (-1110m) 

• The “Lion” is the 2
nd

 deepest cave in Greece (-1110m deep, 3.329 km long as of 2014) but still 

had potential to find new passages – We anticipated that there would be many possibilities to 

increase its length. The goal this year was to exceed 4km in surveyed length (something which 

was achieved), placing it amongst the longest caves of Greece. 

• Continue the exploration, to the left of the river (moving upstream from the water flow) 

at -485m in order to investigate the possibility to connect the Lion with the cave “LOC81” or 

with "Gourgouthakas" (the deepest cave in Greece at -1,208m with an entrance very close to 

the Lion). This was done with success, although more leads remain unexplored. 

• If the participant cavers exceed 30 we will explore some "question-marks" (leads) that are 

at -750m. This was also done with success, allowing a better understanding of the relationship 

of the collector with other underground channels on the mountain.  
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Financial breakdown 

The financial of the expedition are listed overleaf. Transportation costs for the members are not included 

but are estimated to exceed the amount of 3,000 Euro if we count the pre-expedition, the post expedition, 

the main part and the traveling for the foreign cavers. Cost of the equipment used for rigging (to be 

covered financially from the co-organising budget of the Prefecture of Crete) has been included, so as to 

acknowledge the financial sponsorship. Caving equipment offered / owned by the members of the 

expedition, friends of the expedition* and the caving team of the EOS mountaineering club has not been 

calculated in terms of financial value. This equipment returned to the clubs or the individuals who made it 

available. 

 

Nasy with the Lion  

(photo Zenia) 

Alphabet soup at -500m 

(photo Boti) 

 

*  Especially significant was the lending of the petrol generator and phones for the intercom systems 

(Kostas Iatrou) and the car battery, charging station and paperless survey equipment, Disto-X and Palm 

computer (Kostas Adamopoulos)
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Lion 2015 accounts 

In 
 

Out 

Nr Participants Amount Date Item cost 

1 Greece 779.31 various Web 172.50 

2 Bulgaria 674.00 various Expe vehicles 255.00 

3 Slovenia 380.00 19/08/2015 T-Shirts with FSE / ESP logo 495.00 

4 Croatia 205.00 various Petrol and gas (movement, generator, cooking) 78.00 

5 Romania 202.00 various Tanks for water (repair / new purchases) 185.00 

6 France 76.00 various Perfo / drill with battery mod. 235.00 

7 Poland 55.00 

From expedition members 2,371.31  
  

Costs shared equally by all  1,420.50  

        

        
From prefecture of Crete (expected financial sponsorship)   1,500.00  

  
Rigging equipment in kind, equivalent cost  1,500.00 

        

        
From organising committee (out of pocket)   823.86  

  
Food costs, shared on a per day basis  1,774.67  

Received (without prefecture’s financial sponsorship) € 3,195.17    Spent (without in-kind equipment)  € 3,195.17 
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Safety 
 

The rescue equipment held by EOS Hanion on behalf of the Cave Rescue Team of the Hellenic 

Federation of Speleology were brought to Hoses and made available for the purposes of 

supporting the expedition, as in previous years.  

For the safety and security of the expedition the following rules and recommendation were 

communicated to the members in advance:  

 

 

SPELEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION: «LION 2015» 

GENERAL RULES and ADVICE 

  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE FOLLOWED  

• Enter the cave only if you are in very good health, and experienced in the techniques of alpine caving.  

• Every caver must bring with him a rescue blanket, food, lighting, and means of heating in adequate 

quantity. Remember that the cave is cold (6 degrees Celsius) and wet.  

• Moving in the cave will be done in groups of 3 or 2 people minimum, in particular when ropes are in use.  

• In every group, some cavers must be able to help a member who may be in trouble on a rope.  

• The rhythm of moving in the team, is the rhythm of the slowest.  

• If you meet a team in trouble, it is essential to give assistance, even if it opposes your own objective.  

• As a matter of courtesy, priority on ropes is given to those who go up (returning from lower parts of the 

cave)  

• If your objective is the bottom, and if it takes you more than 2 hours to reach Camp 1 (-485m) please 

abort your trip and turn back  

• The bivouac placed at -485m is reserved for the teams which go up from the bottom  

• Collect and take with you ALL your waste, and do not write on the walls of the cave.  

• Indicate any defective equipment when you return: it will be quickly replaced.  

• The area used as a campsite should be maintained clean, should not be altered and should be  respected 

by all members.  

• Be aware that electricity is limited.  

• Mobile (cellular network) signal is available at campsite  

 

DISCLAIMER: Everyone visiting caves during the Lion 2014 expedition is expected to behave in ways that 

are safe for him and for all other participants. It is also expected not to damage the caves or the land. The 

organisers of the expedition may ask participants to exit a cave, to leave the expedition or not to enter a 

cave, if they are acting in a way that threatens their safety or the safety of others or might damage the 

cave. Caving endeavours carry risks and dangers that may lead to fatal accidents. By participating in the 

Lion 2014 expedition you acknowledge these risks and you take responsibility for your own safety. 

Although the organizers have taken measures to ensure the safety of the team during Lion 2014 they 

cannot be hold accountable for your actions or choices during the expedition.  

IMPERATIVE RULES  

1. Any team of cavers has to declare to the secretariat its planned time of departure, objective, and 

planned hour of return, and must come back to declare its exit.   

2. In case of an unfavorable weather report, we might be obliged to forbid the descents to the cave 

beyond -400m. 
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Water supply issues 
 

Planning 

While planning the expedition, keeping in mind that in August the spring in Keramos (LO23) does not 

provide water we made a calculation of the total expedition needs so as to make a plan to store water 

during the preparatory expedition.  

 

 

Number of participants: 32 People (planned) 

Number of days: 15 Days 

Daily water needs (drinking/cooking/washing) per person: 3.5 Litres 

Water needs for the whole expedition : 1608 Litres 

 

 

Goal: 

To cover these needs the collapsible water tanks (2 x 225 & 2 x 400lt) that had been placed in LO23 last 

year had to be cleaned and filled up at least half of them before the beginning of the expedition in August. 

Two new tanks of capacity 100 litres were also installed to cover 1450 litres with the intention to draw 

more water as the expedition proceeded, if the need arose.  

 

Central water storage – LO23 procedures 

To draw water from the four collapsible water tanks at LO23, the tried and tested protocol of the previous 

years was followed. The materials needed are: water container for transfer, jug, funnel, antiseptic baby 

wipes. These were provided next to the tanks.  

 

Procedure: 1) clean hands with the baby wipes. 

 2)  transfer water with the jug to the funnel, which should be placed over the water 

container for transfer. 

 3)  care should be taken not to upset the water and not to spill it. Every drop is precious. 

   

In terms of water management, the new system in the gour has proven very efficient and a reasonable 

quantity of drinking water has been left in the tanks for future expeditions.  
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Filling up one of the four collapsible water tanks (-30m) in LO23. 

 

 
Collection of water from the gour (-60m) in LO23 showing new installation of tank inside the gour (photo Team HR)  
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Above, we have depicted the procedure for drawing water with jerry-cans from the gour at -60m and 

raising it to -30m where the tanks are stored. To raise 150-200 liters, a team of four needs a few hours. The 

work conducted at positions 4 and 5 (tank) may be done by the same individual. The cavers at positions 

1&2 and positions 3&4 may change tasks to rest from time to time. The sketch was prepared by Alexandros 

Margiolis and Zenia Kouzmina.  
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Food and equipment: 

 
The total weight of caving gear and foodstuffs was lower than previous years as much of the equipment for 

rigging had been left on the mountain after the Lion 2014 expedition. As in previous years, the equipment 

and consumables were transported by foot from the end of the nearest dirt-road to the camp (a route of 

2.9Km, with a 550m ascent). Portage trips were carried out throughout the expedition. None of the non-

biodegradable rubbish created by the expedition was left at the basecamp. It was all separated (recyclable / 

not recyclable) and carried down to be disposed of according to type. 

    

  
Photos: Tichomir 

 

LION 2015 - ΛΙΟΝΤΑΡΙ 2015 - MENU 

      

 
Membership in the expedition: 29  

 
Average stay in days: 10.5  

 
Total calendar duration of the expe 15/8 to 29/8 (days): 15  

 
Average number of meals to be prepared daily: 20.3  

 
The menu has been calculated for 20 meals a day   

    

Date Recipe 

15 August 2015 traditional SPAGHETTI with tuna and delicious lemon sauce 

16 August 2015 
aromatic rice (Basmati) with Greek canned tomatoes, 

accompanied with mushrooms and swan (pork) 

17 August 2015 

Experiments in molecular cuisine: 

potato Puree with soya chunks (milk powder for puree, tomato 

sauce, curry)  

18 August 2015 
Fasting food: lentils with quinoa  

For unbelievers: available option to combine with tuna  

19 August 2015 Handmade trachanas with tomato (canned tomatoes) 

20 August 2015 red beans with tomatoes, onions and parsley 

21 August 2015 European cuisine: risotto with fine spices and tuna 



Final report to FSE for ESP 2015-03 “Lion 2015” Page 16 

Date Recipe 

22 August 2015 
AND FOR THE VEGETARIAN: pesto with walnuts American Fast 

Food: BBQed sausages with pasta  

23 August 2015 
Fasting food: lentils with quinoa  

For unbelievers: available option to combine with tuna  

24 August 2015 

Experiments in molecular cuisine: 

potato Puree with soya chunks (milk powder for puree, tomato 

sauce, curry)  

25 August 2015 spaghetti with mincemeat (soya) 

26 August 2015 
aromatic rice (Basmati) with Greek canned tomatoes, 

accompanied with mushrooms and swan (pork) 

27 August 2015 red beans with tomatoes, onions and parsley 

28 August 2015 
aromatic rice (Basmati) with Greek canned tomatoes, 

accompanied with mushrooms and swan (pork) 

29 August 2015 Handmade trachanas with tomato (canned tomatoes) 
A balanced dietary plan was drawn up in order to: a) create some variety in the foods to be consumed and b) to cover the daily 

needs in terms of calories and other nutritional elements and c)to satisfy the nutritional needs of the vegetarians in the team. 

 

  

 

Lion 2015 Menu 

The day that Zenia and 

Nasy went caving, 

Stelios and Tichomir 

played chef (not 

without success) 
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INITIAL RESULTS OF THE EXPLORATION  
 

1. Direction of the cave 
 

We used a DistoX distance meter for the surveying of the parts of the cave not surveyed last year. This 

connects with a handheld computer (PDA) which runs Pocket Topo. The data is exported in *.tro format for 

initial processing using the vtopo cave survey software. 

  
A presentation of the first results of the survey through vtopo. The section of the cave surveyed in 2013 is 

marked in blue, the 2014 survey is marked in red and this year’s survey is marked in purple, heading both 

south upstream and north in the downstream section. 
  

Entrance 



Final report to FSE for ESP 2015-03 “Lion 2015” Page 18 

The river continues upstream, heading west in parallel to the direction of the ridge of Trocharis above it. 

The main path was explored to its end, where it narrows considerably and closes in boulder chokes which 

may or may not be circumvented by climbing to fossil passages. One such fossil gallery was explored this 

year, and while it provided a completely new landscape compared to the cave’s normal look, it did not lead 

anywhere as it was completely parallel to the newer gallery below it. We are still some metres from the 

ridge of Trocharis, but it is not clear that we will be able to find a route which will come through the other 

side.   

 

 

 
Photos by Phil Bence of the upstream section, active gallery (above) and fossil gallery (below) 
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Of the four channels identified in 2014, we have now terminated the main route (right, left, straight from 

the bivouac) and we have explored one route to the so called “Christmas hall” (right, left, right from the 

bivouac) without survey. There remain routes unexplored – for example, left at the first junction from 

where there is an influx of water, and the route heading right, right from the bivouac.  

 

 
Route of the cave superimposed on Google Maps showing how the right, left, straight channel approaches 

but does not reach a point below the ridge of Trocharis. The highest point reached is at -214m, or 580m 

below the surface at that point. 

 

Downstream, the cave was rigged to -750m, about half way down the p.80 where Boti made a great bolt 

traverse and climb with the support of Robi and Stefan to approach a window on the other side. The new 

section is made up of old, muddy galleries, with a maze-like structure and oval cross section. It is likely a 

fossil route of the steep collector which joins the cave at -800m. It has a bearing towards the north, and led 

us upwards to terminate at a window overlooking a waterfall of at least 60m in height. 

 
 

 
 

The results of this year’s survey are (in total) 4,003 metres length and 1,110m depth (no change in the 

depth). The length represents an increase of about 400m in the exploration and 600m in the surveyed 

length.       



Final report to FSE for ESP 2015-03 “Lion 2015” Page 20 

 

 
Marko sketches “Christmas Hall” 

 

  
Alex and Stelios work on the survey data 

 

It should be noted that survey data was gathered by a number of the cavers on this year’s expedition:  

Boti, Robi, Tanyo, Daniel, Alex and Stefan. 
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2. Surface survey 
 

Almost every day, on rest days, teams would walk the area around basecamp and tag any interesting leads 

with the expedition GPS. In total more than ten new entrances were recorded, with a large number of 

these being explored to depths of between 5 and 20m.  
 

 
 

Results of prospection out beyond Gourgouthakas, by Tichomir and Daniel (22 August) 
 

 
 

Results of prospection on the other side of Trocharis, by Phil and Vassilis (24 August) 
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Results of prospection in the canyon below camp, Phil (25 August) 
 

 
 

Sketch of pit “Phil 2”, explored by Tanyo and Daniel (27 August) 
 

All the above as well as two entrances found on Aghio Pneuma by Tomi have been added to the database 

of cave entrances for the Atsines area.  
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Thanks to our sponsors! 
 

Some photographs of sponsorship items from the FSE’s Eurospeleo Projects Initiative (Beal and Aventure 

Verticale): 

 

 
Left, Nasy prepares to go to LO23 for water with the AV sacks. Right, Botond returns from LO23 with water 

in the AV sack. Photos: Stelios Zacharias 

 
Daniel with the drinking water in the AV sack. Photo: Tichomir Enchev 
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Top and middle, still life with Beal rope. Photos: Stelios Zacharias. Bottom, Stefan prepares to rig a newly 

discovered cave entrance with the Beal rope. Photo: Expedition Lion 2015 
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Some photographs of the in-kind sponsorship items from the Balkan Speleological Union: 

 

 
Alexandros in the Bivouac, with the BSU’s gas stove. Photo: Phil Bence 

 

 
 

One of the two gas stoves provided by the Balkan Speleo Union as in-kind support for the expedition, as 

used at the bivouac. Photo: Tichomir Enchev 
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Images from the expedition:  
 

 
 

Team Bulgaria with Team Croatia at the harbour, on the way to Crete (Photo: Panos) 

 

 
Preparing for the ascent to LO1 (Photo by Team Croatia) 
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Group photo after the arrival of the second batch of cavers, (20 August (Photo: Stelios) 

 

 
 

Group photo, on the day of their departure, for Team Slovenia, Tomi and Efsaia (Photo: Uros) 
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Rigging the intercom system (Photo: Uros) 

 

 
Efsaia keeps track of who goes where, when and why! (Photo: Team Croatia) 
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At the best bivouac on the mountain! (Photos: Botond) 
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Keeping the camp running, thanks Kostas – both of you! (Photo: Stelios) 

 

 
A glass snail at LO1 (Photo: Stelios) 
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Good bye? Or welcome back?  

Life at basecamp… (Photo: Uros) 

 

 
The International Space Station buzzes the Lion.  

The crew is made up of astronauts from only three countries, our expe boasts eight! (Photo: Stelios) 

 


