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Dear caving friends

As a welcome | would like to highlight
a moment of celebration with you.
Maybe you are already aware, maybe
not. But we as cavers and speleologists
now have an ‘"International Day of
Caves and Karst" and this day initiated
by the UIS, proposed by the Slovenian
Government, supported by the FSE
and finally accepted by UNESCO will
be celebrated each year on the 13th
of September. Do not forget to start
preparations well in advance for your
own activities on this special day.

A further important happening in 2025
was the adoption of the new FSE
statutes after the last modification fook
place in 2014. Main points of the
modifications have been the legal
requirements of an organisation which
need to be included in the statutes
following a new law. FSE however also
used the opportunity to amend the
statutes to get a more modern version,
gender balanced, understandable
and more precise in different sections.
A key point is the description of what is
a member organisation. The number of
Bureau members has been adopted
as well so that more interested persons
could be part of the decision-making
body of the FSE.
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In the name of the FSE Bureau | would
like to thank all delegates who fulfil their
fask correctly and act as information
gateway between the FSE and the
cavers in their organisation.
Unfortunately, some delegates do not
always do their job in redistributing
general information coming from the
FSE.

A new addition to the statutes highlights
this task: '"The delegates and vice-
delegates are responsible to ensure the
information exchange between the
F.S.E. and their speleological organi-
safion." ... which indirectly means all
members of the delegate's organisafion.

In 2025 a long-lasting situation with the
Greek speleologists could be seftled
and from now on the Hellenic
Federation of Speleology (FHS) will
represent the Greek cavers at the FSE.
Greece also gained full voting rights at
the FSE's General Assembly in 2025.
Important also is that FSE has got an
application for membership from a
larger caving organisafion. We  will
inform about this in due time.

As a reminder | would also like to point
out the deadlines for the ESP and ESPL
applications, which both are the 30" of
April 2026.

Jean-Claude Thies, FSE President

FSE Partners
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For your calendar:

Next General Assembly
Meeting (GAM) and
preliminary info on the
next EuroSpeleo Forum
(ESF)

The 2026 General Assemby Meeting of
the FSE will take place on 16th of April
2026 (19HOO, UTC+1). It will be an
online meeting. Delegates will receive
a formal invitation and provisional
agenda from the FSE's Secretary
General shortly, which also will include
an Internet link to join the GAM.

The next gathering of the European
cavers, the 18th EuroSpeleo Forum
(ESF) is also in preparation by our
colleagues from Croatia. The ESF is
foreseen to take place on the
peninsula of Istria in the first half of
November 2026.
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Cave and Karst related events

For more detailed information please consult the list of
European caving events at the FSE website:
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/events/

8 - 14 February 2026
11th Int. Workshop on Ice Caves - Scarisoara, Romania
https://sites.google.com/view/iwic-xi/home

15 - 18 April 2026

MESS5, 5th Middle-East Speleology Symposium - Notre
Dame University-Louaize, Lebbanon
https://speleoliban.org/index.php2f=Mess 5

24 - 26 April 2026

45th Annual Meeting of the Czech Cavers- Cultural Center
Sloup, Moravian karst, Czech Republic
https://www.speleo.cz/speleoforum-2026

6 - 10 July 2026
NSS Convention - Corydon, Indiana, USA
https://caves.org/convention/2024-nss-convention/

23 - 26 July 2026
64th Annual Meeting of the German Cavers - Giengen a.d.
Brenz, Germany https://www.vdhk.de/jahrestagung

21 August - 4 September 2026
Eurokarst 2026 - Neuchdatel, Switzerland
https://www.eurokarst.org

22 - 26 September 2026
Hypogea 2026, 5th Int. Congress of Speleology in Arfificial
Caves - Tbilisi, Georgia https://hypogea2026.com

22 September - 1 October 2026

10th Int. Congress of the International Show Caves
Association (ISCA) - Périgeux, Dordogne, France
https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/325-isca-newsletter-volume-
32-november-december-2025

24 - 27 September 2026
Annual Meeting of the Austrian Cavers - Schladming,
Austria, website t.b.d.

25 - 27 September 2026
Hidden Earth - Langollen Pavillion, Langollen, UK
https://hidden.earth/tickets/

1 - 4 October 2026
19th European Cave Rescue Meeting (ECRA) - Kranj,
Slovenia https://caverescue.eu/

17 - 24 October 2026

Two rescue training courses of the Spéléo Secours Frangais

in Lozere (Saint-Rome-de-Dolan) with limited places:

e Technical Rescue Training fir Team Members-Team
Leader Rescue (32 places),

e Training in Assistance and Victim Rescue Techniques and
Communications in Cave Rescue Operations (12 places)

For the inscription form and further details pls contact

bernardtourte@gmail.com

Make a donation

With a donation you will support projects and initiatives to
explore and protect caves and karst:
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/donations/
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Underground Vision - a new online

speleo magazine

Tetide has recently issued the "Zero Number” of a new
speleological magazine, which is available in electronic
form on the website shown on the image below.
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Grottocenter

The Wiki database made by
cavers, for cavers.

What do you think of the new services offered by
https://grottocenter.org 2

The new search engine allows you to search using a wide
range of criteria: by country, region, department, and
municipality. New pages allow you fo view the caves in a
specific region or department.

You can indicate that you are a member of an organization
and list the caves explored by that organization.

You can create your own list of visited caves.

The volunteers who run the project welcome your
encouragement, feedback, and suggestions.
https://en.wikicaves.org/contact
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Euro Speleo Projec’r ESP 2025-01: FSE's official partner Korda's Ropes. Full report af:
. . . https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-

Lava Caves in Saudi Arabia content/uploads/2025/08/ESP_2025-01 Volcanic-
In February 2025 an international team with members from  Caving Saudi-Arabia.pdf

Germany, the Netherlands, the Czech Republic, UK, and
the USA successfully targeted the extensive lava fields of
the Harrats Kishb, Rahat and Khaybar in western Saudi-
Arabia. The expedition co-operated with previous explorer
John Pint as well as with the Saudi Geological Survey.

Near Jabal Al-Hil (Harrat Kishb) the team explored 8 caves
with a total of over 1.3 km of passages, including Puka 1&2,
and Puka 3, 67 m deep each, as well as Puka 4,5,6,7 (a
20x20 m large pyroduct with 3 vertical and one walkable
entrance, 405 m long). In the Harrat Khaybar Maker al-
Shiahin was surveyed, a lava tube consisting of three
segments, 25 m, 469 m, and 2,775 m long (altogether 3,269
m). The latter segment resembles the new longest cave
known from Saudi Arabia. The expedition gratefully
acknowledges support from Speleo Nederland, FSE and

Main passage of Maker al<Shichin (photo: Boaz Langford).
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FSE shop items are available online by email to shop@eurospeleo.eu

For the available items please visit the FSE website
https.//www.eurospeleo.eu/supporting-items/
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FSE
EuroSpeleo Protection Label - 2025
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Winner of the 2025 EuroSpeleo
Protection Label (ESPL): conservation of
the unique cave ecosystems of Aoos-

River Basin (Greece)

The Aoos River, originating in the Pindus Mountains, flows
northwest for 70 km before transitioning into the Vjosa River
at the Greek-Albanian border. Its basin is home to
numerous Sulfidic caves, including the Sulfur Cave, where
thermo-mineral waters emerge, and the Turtle Cave and
Atmos Cave, hosting subferranean streams and laokes.
Recent biological surveys have revealed a rich diversity of
fauna, emphasizing the ecological complexity of these
ecosystems. However, despite their importance, the karstic
cave systems in the Aoos-Vjosa River Basin lack legal
protection and face several threats, primarily due to
uncontrolled tourism and activities like water dam
construction. The current Thematic Routes and Networks
project, which aims to renovate the Kavasila thermal baths
in Konitsa, may exacerbate the issue by attracting more
tourists to the nearby caves.

The speleo community urges the development of conser-
vation strategies and monitoring to preserve these unique
ecological niches and the endemic species they support.
Local stakeholders are encouraged fo join this effort and
raise awareness about the fragile ecosystem, its ecological
value, and the need for protection. As a local caving
society, we are aiming fo join the common effort with
inifiatives such as “Save the Balkan Rivers” and “The Blue
Heart of Europe”, and we aim to contribute to the
preservation of the Aoos-Vjosa River Basin, raise awareness
on this fragile river and cave ecosystem, emphasizing its
ecological value.

The project was awarded by FSE with a financial grant of
EUR 800 as well as a Scurion 900 lamp by FSE's official
partner Scurion.

Scurion’

Handover of the EuroSpeleo Protection L

2‘(photo: E.Geyer).
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European Cave Protection Commission
EuroSpeleo Protection Label 2026,
Call-up for applications

The EuroSpeleo Protection Label (ESPL) is a European
Speleological award managed by the ECPC, financed by
the FSE budget. The ESPL will help to promote amongst the
speleological clubs of Europe, Cave Protection activities
that are designed in an infegrated ecological way, taking
intfo account EU environmental directives, the principles of
administration of the Nafura 2000 sifes and the IUCN
Guidelines on caves and karst protection.

It is with great pleasure that the FSE announces the call for
Cave Protection projects to receive the "EuroSpeleo
Protection Label 2026" from the European Cave Protection
Commission of the FSE (ECPC).

With what kind of projects can you apply?

The EuroSpeleo Protection Label will be awarded every
year to one unique Cave Protection project. Any project
aiming at protecting caves developed by a club, a local
committee or a nafional commission from a member
counftry of the FSE can be the subject of an application.
What are the criteria to receive the FSE EuroSpeleo
Protection Label and what is the prize?

The application should be a quality project easily
reproducible in other European regions and countries. The
application should be sent to protection@eurospeleo.eu
before 30™ of April 2026, in English language.

The approval of the national speleological organisation,
member of the FSE is mandatory.

The reward for the EuroSpeleo Protection Label 2026 is EUR
800 plus gear from our FSE-sponsor AV - Aventure Verticale.

Please refer to the Guidelines and Application Form
published on the FSE site at:

https://www.eurospeleo.eu/ECPC/espl/

Best Speleo Wishes
The ECPC team
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