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 Report: Second Underground Visions (Visioni Sotterranee) International Contest  
 

 
 I: Executive Summary s Project Identification  

This report details the successful execution of the second Underground Visions (Visioni 

Sotterranee) international image contest, an initiative designed to promote cave conservation 

and speleological awareness through art, science, and education. 

1.1. Project Overview 
 

Detail Description 

 
Project Title 

Underground Visions: International Contest / Visioni Sotterranee 

2° edizione 2025 

Activity Type International image contest 

Organizing Entity Tetide APS (Italy) 

FSE Member 

Support 

 
Società Speleologica Italiana 

Project Dates Submission Period: June 1st to September 30th, 2025 

Overall Activity 

Period 

 
01/07/2025 to 4/11/2025 

Contact Person Francesco Maurano (Tetide APS President) 

Official Partners Aventure Verticale Equipment, Grafica Express, Scurion Lamps 

1.2. FSE Support Application
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Tetide APS applied for support via the EuroSpeleo Projects (ESP) application form. 

• 1st Choice Support: AV 400 Euro equipment. 

• 2nd Choice Support: FSE financial grant of 800€ (Maximum allowed). 

• Total Budget: €3,000, with €1,500 requested from FSE and €1,000 contributed by Tetide 

APS. 

Finally, we got AV equipment and a Scurion lamps , and we do not get any further financial 

support for printing a part TETIDE funds, Grafica Express support us with producing the works, 

this could be a challenge for future editions as the printing quality can also enhance the value of 

the works and the quality of the physical exposition. 

 

 
 II: Contest Structure, Rules, and Objectives  

The contest encouraged the submission of digital images (photos, drawings, diagrams, graphic 

art) that capture the essence of underground environments. 

2.1. Contest Categories 

The competition featured five primary categories (with their focus and objectives): 
 

Category Focus s Submission Goal Target Audience 

 
1. Scientific 

Exploration and 

Documentation 

Scientific images, mapping, 

biodiversity, and geological sections. 

Goal: Promote documentation for 

educational and conservative 

purposes. 

 
Scientists, 

speleologists, 

cartographers. 

 
2. Artistic 

Interpretation and 

Symbolism 

Photography, digital illustration, and 

mixed media art. Goal: Inspire 

emotional connection with the 

subterranean world. 

 
Artists of every 

background. 

 

 
3. Human Adventure 

and Exploration 

Speleology and adventure photography 

(expedition images, extreme 

conditions). Goal: Celebrate the 

courage and dedication of cave 

explorers. 

 

 
Cavers, explorers, 

photographers. 

 
4. Education and 

Immersive 

Experiences 

Educational tools, VR, 3D models, and 

school projects. Goal: Support 

environmental education through 

subterranean storytelling. 

 
Educators, NGOs, 

museums, digital 

creators. 

5. Young Cavers 

Corner - Youth 

Contest 

 
Creative expressions (drawings, short 

stories, comics, videos) by young 

 
Ages 4–20 years. 
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Category Focus s Submission Goal Target Audience 

 
participants. Goal: Promote the love 

for caves among the youngest. 

 

2.2. Submission and Recognition 

• Submission Deadline: September 30, 2025. 

• Participation Limit: Each participant could submit up to three works (images, maps, 

art). 

• Shortlist: A shortlist of 10 works was selected for final judging. 

• Awards: Jury Prizes, Public Vote/Audience Award, Special Mentions (Innovation, 

Scientific Impact, Artistic Creativity, Youth Engagement), and Partnership Prizes. 

Winners receive an official certificate and will be featured in a publication, including the 

first issue of the EuroSpeleo Youthletter. 

 III: Jury Composition and Evaluation  

3.1. Official Jury (Categories 1-4) 

The works were judged by a professional jury with expertise in speleology and specific topics. 
 

Judge Name Country Role 

Claudia Crema Italy Competition Director 

Francesco Maurano Italy Jury + Organizer 

Luc-Henri Fage France Jury 

Mariella Serrone Italy Jury 

Gabriele Catoni Italy Jury 

Giovanni Zaccaria Italy Jury 

Alena Gessert Slovakia Jury+Jury Young 

Pino Palmisano Italy Jury 

Christiane Meyer Swizzerland Jury Young + Organizer 

Amparo Pérez Spain Jury Young 
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Judge Name Country Role 

Victor Ferrer Spain Jury Young + Organizer 

Ferdinando Didonna Italy Jury Young + Organizer 

 
3.2. Youth Contest Jury (Category 5) 

The jury for the Young Cavers Jury included: Claudia Crema, Victor Ferrer, Christiane Meyer, 

Ferdinando Didonna, Alena Gessert, and Amparo Pérez. Focus: creative expressions of children 

and young people on caves and karst phenomena.Target audience: Ages 4–20 years. 

Objective: to promote the love for caves among the youngest. 

Overall Participating Countries 

1. Austria 

2. Brazil 

3. France 

4. Germany 

5. Greece 

6. Italy 

7. Slovakia 

8. Spain 

9. Swizzerland 
 

 
 IV: Definitive Contest Results  

The presentation of the Underground Visions (Visioni Sotterranee) International Contest 

results at the CapoVolta 2025 International Caving Meeting in Volta Mantovana (MN), Italy, 

significantly boosted the project's visibility, both within the specialized speleological 

community and in local media. 

The CapoVolta 2025 meeting served as the 17th EuroSpeleo Forum (ESF), making it a major 

international event for speleology. This provided the contest with immediate, high-level, and 

targeted exposure: 

• Massive Attendance: The event registered an impressive number of attendees, totaling 

2,305 participants. This figure represents the direct, high-quality audience reached by 

the Underground Visions exhibition and award ceremony, guaranteeing exposure 

among cavers, researchers, and explorers from across Europe (and beyond). 

• Official Endorsements: The meeting was organized by the APS Gruppo Lemuri with the 

patronage of the European Speleological Federation (FSE) and the Società 

Speleologica Italiana (SSI). The inauguration included major figures like the President 

of the SSI and the President of the FSE.
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• Media Specialization: Specialized speleological media, such as Scintilena, provided 

detailed coverage of CapoVolta, including specific articles announcing the winners of 

speleological-related contests like the SpeleoFotoContest 2025 (a similar 

competition) and the overall success of the meeting. This media is guaranteed to reach 

the core target audience of the Underground Visions contest. 

• Networking and Future Outreach: The gathering, which included an informal meeting 

of speleological journals and multiple international speleological standholders, allowed 

the contest organizers (Tetide APS) to network directly with potential participants, 

partners, and media outlets for future editions. 

 

 
4.1. Jury Prize Winners 

The following works achieved the highest total score in their respective categories: 
 

 
Category 

Winning Work 

Title 

 
Author/Artist 

Judge's Commentary 

(Summary) 

 

 
1. Scientific 

Exploration and 

Documentation 

 

 
HOLDING THE 

UNKNOWN 

 

 
Sotiris 

Kountouras 

Distinguished by excellent 

composition and strong 

emotional impact, 

highlighting the importance 

of scientific study for 

conservation. 

 

 
2. Artistic 

Interpretation 

and Symbolism 

 

 
THE CHAMBER 

OF CHOICES 

 

 
Sotiris 

Kountouras 

Original perspective and 

excellent use of light, 

creatively interpreting the 

infinite connections between 

man and the underground 

world. 

 
 

 
3. Human 

Adventure and 

Exploration 

 
 

 
A WORLD 

WITHIN THE 

WORLD 

 
 

 
Sotiris 

Kountouras 

The contrast between the 

majestic underground 

environment and the barely 

recognizable human 

presence makes the image 

highly representative of the 

courage and respect of the 

explorer. 

 
 

 
4. Education 

and Immersive 

Experiences 

 

 
MOSTRAMOS EL 

MUNDO 

SUBTERRANEO 

DE UNA MANERA 

INMERSIVA 

 
 

 
Asoc. 

Espeleofoto 

A project of strong 

educational value that gives 

the concrete possibility for 

anyone to visit and interact 

with the underground 

environment, making the 

learning modality more 

effective. 
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Category 

Winning Work 

Title 

 
Author/Artist 

Judge's Commentary 

(Summary) 

 
 

 
5. Young Cavers 

Corner 

 
 

 
MOVIE 

 
 

 
Anna e Florian 

Gundacker 

A well-executed stop-motion 

film (a non-trivial method for 

two children aged 8 and 11) 

that shows a strong passion 

and curiosity for the 

hypogean environment and 

speleology. 

 
 V: FSE Criteria Contribution  

The project demonstrated a strong alignment with the EuroSpeleo Project criteria. 
 

FSE Criteria Project Contribution Details 

 
Innovation s 

Documentation 

Encouraged new forms of expression such as AI-Generated 

Imagery, Generative Art, and Mixed Media Collage. It promoted 

the documentation of unexplored areas and novel speleological 

subjects. 

 

 
Science 

Directly addressed content for karst and cave studies, including 

geology, hydrology, biodiversity, archaeology, and 

paleoclimate. The contest featured categories dedicated to 

scientific documentation. 

 
Diversity 

Focused on pan-European participation (open to all ESF member 

countries) and was inclusive across all ages, particularly through 

the dedicated Youth Contest. Multilingual guidance was provided. 

 
Partnerships 

Involved cooperation with various entities, including the FSE and 

the Società Speleologica Italiana, and planned outreach via 

speleological federations, schools, and NGOs. 

Education s 

Conservation 

Directly supported environmental education and conservation 

activities. The winning works highlighted conservation themes. 

1 Scientific Exploration and Documentation  

HOLDING THE UNKNOWNThe work stands out for its excellent composition and the strong 

emotional impact it arouses, highlighting the importance of scientific study and knowledge as a 

tool for the conservation of underground environments.
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2 Artistic Interpretation and Symbolism 

3 Human Adventure and Exploration 

 

 
 

 

THE CHAMBER OF CHOICESThe work with an original perspective created through an excellent 

use of light, creatively interprets the infinite connections between man and the underground 

world 
 

 

 

A WORLD WITHIN THE WORLD The contrast between the majestic underground environments 

and the barely recognizable man makes this image highly representative. The courage of the 

speleologist is based on respect and awareness of exploring mysterious and boundless places.
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4 Education and Immersive Experiences 

5 Young Speleologists – 1st EuroSpeleo Youth Competition 2025 

 

 

 
 

MOSTRAMOS EL MUNDO SUBTERRANEO DE UNA MANERA INMERSIVA This project of strong 

educational value, gives the concrete opportunity to anyone to be able to visit and interact with 

the underground environment, making the educational mode even more effective. 
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MOVIE This well-made film with the stop motion technique, (a non-trivial method for two 

children aged 8 and 11) denotes a strong passion and curiosity towards the underground 

environment and speleology. 
 

https://www.tetide.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/5.3.mov 

 Audience Award  

Audience Award Mechanism (Premio del Pubblico) 

The Audience Award was determined by public vote through an online mechanism, maximizing 

interaction and participation beyond the physical event. 

• Platform: Voting was conducted digitally, likely through the official Tetide APS website 

or a dedicated contest page linked from their site. 

• Impartiality: To ensure fairness and impartiality in the public vote, the names of the 

authors were not displayed alongside the works in the digital gallery or exhibition. 

• Goal: This approach allowed the public (including EuroSpeleo Forum attendees, 

speleology enthusiasts, and the general public) to engage directly with the works and 

select their favorites, fulfilling the goal of achieving "wide online participation (low 

entry barrier)". 

Total Number of Works Presented 
 

 
Category 

 
Description 

Number of Works 

Presented 

Category 1 Scientific Exploration and Documentation 8 works 

Category 2 Artistic Interpretation and Symbolism 10 works 

Category 3 Human Adventure and Exploration 9 works 

https://www.tetide.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/5.3.mov
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Category 

 
Description 

Number of Works 

Presented 

Category 4 Education and Immersive Experiences 3 works 

 
Category 5 

Young Speleologists – 1st EuroSpeleo Youth 

Competition 2025 

 
7 works 

TOTAL 
 

37 works 

 
 

 
 Audience Award A WORLD WITHIN THE WORLD  

 

Young Speleologists – 1st EuroSpeleo Youth Competition 2025 

 Audience Award LA MIA PRIMA GROTTA 
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View the works in competition: https://www.tetide.org/progetti/visioni-sotterranee-2- 

edizione-2025/ 

Underground Visions 2nd edition 2025 and Young Speleologists – 1st EuroSpeleo Youth 

Competition 2025 

Supported the competition: European Speleological Federation, Aventure Verticale, 

Scurion, Grafica Express 

Award pictures in CAPOVOLTA Author Fedele Messina 

https://www.tetide.org/progetti/visioni-sotterranee-2-edizione-2025/
https://www.tetide.org/progetti/visioni-sotterranee-2-edizione-2025/
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/
https://www.aventureverticale.com/
https://www.scurion.ch/jm19/en/
https://www.facebook.com/graficaexpress.it/?locale=it_IT
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Award pictures in CAPOVOLTA Author Claudia Crema
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Sotiris Kountouras winner of . Scientific Exploration and Documentation HOLDING THE 

UNKNOWN . Artistic Interpretation and Symbolism THE CHAMBER OF CHOICES 3. 

Human Adventure and Exploration A WORLD WITHIN THE WORLD + Audience Award Picture 

Sotiris Kountouras. 
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 Conclusion, Gratitude, and Call to Action  

The 2025 edition of the Underground Visions International Contest achieved a vital objective: 

successfully bridging the gap between scientific documentation, artistic interpretation, and 

community engagement. By transforming abstract conservation concepts into compelling 

visual and educational projects, the contest fostered a record level of international 

participation and awareness for the world's subterranean environments. 

Heartfelt Gratitude to Our Community 

The success of this initiative is a collective achievement, and we extend our deepest gratitude 

to those who made it possible: 

To Our Dedicated Jury: Our sincere appreciation goes to the distinguished panel who 

undertook the complex task of evaluating the diverse submissions. We specifically thank Alena 

Gessert, Amparo Pérez, Christiane Meyer, Claudia Crema, Ferdinando Didonna, Francesco 

Maurano, Gabriele Catoni, Giovanni Zaccaria, Luc-Henri Fage, Mariella Serrone, Pino 

Palmisano, and Victor Ferrer. Your commitment, time, and expert judgment ensured the high 

integrity and fairness of the main contest categories and the pioneering Youth Contest. 

To the Authors and Participants: We thank the creators from every represented nation for 

sharing your talent and dedication. Your work is the heart of this contest, and it is the most 

powerful tool we have for environmental education and conservation advocacy. 

Special thanks to the FSE 

We recognize and deeply appreciate the support and validation provided by the FÉDÉRATION 

SPÉLÉOLOGIQUE EUROPÉENNE (FSE). Your patronage of the event and the contest's inclusion 

within the EuroSpeleo Forum granted it essential international visibility and credibility. 

We humbly request the FSE's continued support and endorsement for the following key 

objectives: 

Continued Contest Dissemination: We ask for your assistance in leveraging your extensive 

network to significantly spread the contest and its results across Europe, reaching national 

speleological organizations, educational institutions, and conservation partners. 

Supporting the 2nd EuroSpeleo Youth Contest within Underground Vision Contest : The 

launch of the youth category proved highly challenge and crucial for our mission to inspire the 

next generation. We respectfully invite the FSE to renew its support for a second edition of the 

EuroSpeleo Youth Contest, helping us secure funding and resources to celebrate and reward 

young explorers in the future. 
 


