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Thirty-two! 
Dear Cavers, 

I would like to welcome you to this 

second edition of the EuroSpeleo 

Newsletter for this year. 

32 -Thirty-two- is the new number of FSE 

members. At the last FSE General 

Assembly, we welcomed the Czech 

Speleological Society as full member 

of the European Speleological 

Federation. 

The Czech speleologists are well 

known for their activities in the 

extraordinary karst regions in their 

home country but also for their 

traveling to explore cave systems 

abroad. I would like to welcome all 

Czech cavers who read this newsletter 

and encourage them to find out the 

benefits of EuroSpeleo Projects. 

Speaking of projects, I would also like 

to announce that the FSE has 

increased the funds for EuroSpeleo 

Projects. Two more projects can be 

funded each year. Beside the ESP the 

General Assembly also has agreed to 

enhance sponsoring of the annual 

EuroSpeleo Forum. There is now € 1,500 

available for the organisation of a 

Forum.  

We are also happy to announce an 

annual Scholarship for two students 

 

who would like to participate at the 

EuroSpeleo Forum. There is a fund of a 

maximum of € 500 per student foreseen 

each year. 

The 2026 Forum will take place in a very 

interesting area and the Bureau is 

happy that we found a new region for 

the largest caving event under FSE 

shield. Check out the announcement in 

this Newsletter. 

We are within the first year of the 

International Day of Caves and Karst 

with a big event taking place in 

Postojna, organised by the UIS. Beside 

this rather official event, the ECPC has 

established a list of ideas for regional or 

local caving clubs and we hope that 

you may get inspired to organise a small 

event on your side to raise the 

awareness of cave protection. 

The FSE also has agreed to expand its 

interests in international cave politics 

and makes available funds to support 

physical presence at larger events (i.e. 

IUCN; UN) throughout the world in order 

to defend cave and karst topics. 

In around a year from now, at the FSE 

General Assembly 2027, we are hoping 

to enlarge the current FSE Bureau with 

more interested cavers. The FSE Bureau 

may have 9 seats available in total 

(currently 6) and we encourage you to 

give your candidature a thought.  

 FSE Partners 

       

Tygri Pruhy  

jeskyně 

(Tiger Stripe 

Cave ) in the 

Adršpach-Teplice 

sandstone area, 

Czech 

Republic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: J. Moravec 

The call-up will be announced by the 

end of this year.  

Jean-Claude Thies, FSE President 

 

FSE welcomes the Czech 

Speleological Society as 

a new member 

organisation 
The Czech Speleological Society (CSS) 

was founded on 12 December 1978, 

and is headquartered in Prague. The 

supreme governing body of the CSS is 

the General Assembly, which meets 

every four years. It elects the CSS 

Board - responsible for managing the 

Society’s activities between assemblies 

- and the President, who serves as the 

association's statutory representative. 

The General Assembly also elects the 

Supervisory Board, the Society's 

auditing body. 

The core organizational units of the 

CSS are its Caving Clubs. As of the end  
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of 2025, there were 59 clubs with a total of 1,224 members. 

Key Events 

 Speleofórum: This is the most prominent event organized 

by the CSS. This annual conference, held in the Moravian 

Karst, presents the results of both past-year activities and 

long-term research. It typically attracts around 450 

participants each year. 

 Speleological Meeting: A regular, less formal weekend 

event. It is a "traveling" meeting hosted each year by a 

different club in various locations across the Czech 

Republic. Its goal is to bring cavers together and 

showcase the host club's activities and their most 

significant speleological sites. 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Publications 

The CSS maintains an active publishing schedule: 

 eSpeleo: An electronic journal published three times a 

year (available at www.espeleo.cz). 

 Speleofórum Proceedings: Printed annually for the 

conference of the same name. 

 CSS Library: A book series on caving topics; the 45th 

volume is scheduled for release in 2026. 

 International Report: Every four years, an English-language 

publication is released to summarize CSS activities 

between the congresses of the International Union of 

Speleology (UIS). 

Specialized Branches & International Cooperation 

A specialized branch of the society is the CSS Cave Rescue 

Service, which is a member of the European Cave Rescue 

Association (ECRA). 

The former Czechoslovakia was a founding member of the 

UIS, and the Czech Republic had the honor of hosting the 

International Speleological Congress in 1973 and 2013. 

Beyond domestic activities, CSS members are involved in 

long-term international projects across Europe, as well as in 

China, Mexico, and Yemen. 

Leadership & Contacts 

 Chairman: Jan Lenart (sekretariat@speleo.cz) 

 Delegates to the FSE: Michal Hejna and Markéta 

Jakovenko 

More information at: https://www.speleo.cz/ and 

www.eurospeleo.eu 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

 

A brief overview on karst 

and caves in the Czech 

Republic 
The karst areas of the Czech Republic 

are mainly small islands with 

imperfectly developed karst 

morphology and a limited variety of 

karst phenomena. The largest karst 

area is the Bohemian Karst (approx. 

240 km2). 

The most developed is the Moravian 

Karst (91 km2), where there are the 

most caves, including the longest 

cave system in the Czech Republic, 

the Amateur Caves in the Moravian 

Karst with approximately 50 km of 

mapped passages. The largest 

underground room, the Giant Dome in 

the Rudické propadání, measuring 

about 70 m in length, 30 m in width 

and 60 m in height, is also located in 

the Moravian Karst. 

The deepest vertical cave is the 

Hranická abyss in the Hranické karst. It 

is at least 519.5 m deep, 450 m of 

which is under water, making it the 

deepest flooded abyss in the world. 

The longest dolomite cave is the 

Bozkov Caves, 1,118 m long. 

 

The Czech Republic also has most 

types of pseudokarst caves, mainly 

developed in sandstone. The longest is 

the block (collapse) Teplice Cave, 

1,950 m long. 

 

The official records kept by the Nature 

Conservation Agency currently record 

over 4,162 caves and chasms in the 

Czech Republic, of which 2,581 are in 

karst areas and 1,581 in pseudokarst. 

 

 
The distribution of karst regions and the most important pseudokarst areas in the Czech 

Republic.  

A - karst regions: 1=Bohemian karst, 2=Moravian karst, 3=Javorícko karst, 4=Hranicé karst, 

5=Zelezné hory Mts., 6= Králicky Sneznik Mt.  

B - pseudokarst: I=Labské piskovce (Elba sandstones), II=Kokorínsko area, III=Cesky ráj 

(Bohemian Paradise), IV=Doksy and Ralsko area, V=Teplické and Adršpach skály, 

VI=Broumovské steny. 

Map simplified according to Bosàk & Vasátko (2001) from the Encyclopaedia Biospeologica, 

vol. III. 
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Cave and Karst related events 
 

For more detailed information please consult the list of 

European caving events at the FSE website:  

https://www.eurospeleo.eu/events/  
 

23 - 26 July 2026 

64th Annual Meeting of the German Cavers - Giengen a.d. 

Brenz, Germany https://www.vdhk.de/jahrestagung 
 

25 July - 9 August 2026  

Hidden Bussento Int. Expedition - Morigerato (SA), Italy 

https://www.tetide.org/event/hidden-bussento/  
 

21 August - 4 September 2026  

Eurokarst 2026 - Neuchâtel, Switzerland 

https://www.eurokarst.org  
 

7 - 12 September 2026  

27th Int. Conference on Subterranean Biology - Mangalia, 

Romania https://icsb2026.com/  
 

10 - 13 September 2026  

UIS Celebration of the Intl. Day of Caves and Karst - 

Postojna, Slovenia https://izrkp.zrc-

sazu.si/en/dogodki/international-day-of-caves-and-karst-

idck  
 

13 - 19 September 2026  

Man and Karst 2026, Intl. Scientific Conference - Noto, 

Syracuse, Italy, https://cirs-ragusa.org/blog/man-and-

karst.2026/   
 

16 - 20 September 2026  

Balkan Caver’s Camp - Shtavica, Prilep, North Macedonia, 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1514003476934281/ 

or e-mail: balkancaverscamp@gmail.com  

 

18 - 20 September 2026  

Speleologische Dagen, Fête des Spéléos - Ferrières, 

Belgium, accessible to all cavers,  

https://www.speleovvs.be/index.php/en/caving-

days/2026-edition-info  
 

22 - 26 September 2026  

Hypogea 2026, 5th Int. Congress of Speleology in Artificial 

Caves - Tbilisi, Georgia https://hypogea2026.com  
 

22 September - 1 October 2026  

10th Int. Congress of the International Show Caves 

Association (ISCA) - Périgeux, Dordogne, France  

https://www.i-s-c-a.org/clanok/325-isca-newsletter-volume-

32-november-december-2025  
 

24 - 27 September 2026  

Annual Meeting of the Austrian Cavers - Schladming, 

Austria, https://hoehle.org/downloads/Tagung2026-

Ankuendigung202602.pdf  

 

25 - 27 September 2026  

Hidden Earth - Langollen Pavillion, Langollen, UK 

https://hidden.earth/tickets/  
 

1 - 4 October 2026  

19th European Cave Rescue Meeting (ECRA) - Kranj, 

Slovenia https://caverescue.eu/  
 

2 - 4 October 2026  

V. Congreso Espeleopirineos, Meeting of the Pyrenee 

cavers - Palacio de Congresos de Boltana, Spain 

https://www.facebook.com/tiendatangosenlaroca/posts/s

e-viene-el-v-congreso-espeleopirineos-%EF%B8%8Fdel-2-al-

4-de-octubre-de-202  
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29 October – 1 November 2026 

Int. Italian Meeting - Costacciaro (Umbria), Italy 

https://www.radunocostacciaro.it  
 

1 - 8  November 2026  

22nd Int. Symposium on Vulcanospeleology - Lanzarote & 

Tenerife, Canary Islands  

https://www.magnacongresos.com/2026-isv22/  
 

13 - 15  November 2026  

18th EuroSpeleo Forum - Pazin, Istria, Croatia 

https://www.speleo.hr/mundus-spelaeus-en/  

 
 

European insecticolous Fungi Project   
The project „Sampling  entomopathogenic fungi in 

subterranean habitats for DNA analysis“ is managed and 

carried out by the biospeleological working group of the 

European Cave Protection Commission (ECPC), which is 

part of the European Speleological Federation (FSE). The 

fieldwork shall be carried out by associations and clubs in 

the individual countries. The laboratory work will be carried 

out at the University of Vienna by Irmgard Greilhuber. 

When arthropods (e.g. insects, spiders, millipedes etc.) die in 

caves, they are often attacked by mold. This makes them 

available again as food in the nutrient-poor ecosystem, 

especially for small cave animals, e.g. springtails. The 

question remains as to how many parasitic mold species 

infest living animals and kill their host.  

This Europe-wide project aims to provide an overview of the 

different molds and their frequency in the region. The 

statistical approach also takes into account the relationship 

with the host animal, outside habitat and regional 

occurrence. Preliminary investigations also found 

entomopathogenic fungi that are used in the agricultural 

industry. The project is expected to continue until a 

representative overview of European species is available. 

The main phase for collecting samples is April 2026 to March 

2027. 

All cavers in Europe are required to gather molded 

arthropods in caves and to send them to the laboratories. 

Herefore the ECPC biospeleology working group created a 

sampling guide and an online sample list. Links to those 

documents can be requested from: 

biospeleo@eurospeleo.eu  

The project is supported financially by the European 

Speleological Federation (FSE).  

 

 

Triphosa dubitata with mold in Neucarolusstollen, Austria  

(photo: K.Buerger). 
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Euro Speleo Project ESP 2025-02: Cave 

Diving Expedition Punar u Luci, Croatia 
Between 15th to 24th August 2025 Croatian, Bosnian and 

Herzegovinan, Austrian, German, and Uruguay cavers 

participated in the main phase of the diving expedition to 

Punar u Luci Cave (Lička Plješivica massif, Pusto polje, 

Gračac) and extended the cave for more than 1 km of 

new passages after bolting up a chimney. The cave is now 

-350 m deep and almost 2.7 km long. Other new caves in 

the surroundings were also explored (e.g. 345 m long and -

191 m deep Paležinka) and biospeleological studies were 

conducted.  

The project received a financial grant from FSE and 

equipment sponsoring by FSE’s official partner Aventure 

Verticale. See the full report at: 

https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2025/11/ESP_2025-

02_Cave_Diving_Punar-u-Luci_Croatia.pdf  
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Euro Speleo Project ESP 2025-04: 

Grind Explo 2025, Romania 
Avenul de sub Vârful Grind was discovered in 1985 at an 

altitude of 1922 m on the eastern flank of the Carpathian 

Piatra Craiului Mountains (near Braşov), formed by Jurassic 

carbonates with a thickness of 1,500 m; an area with one of 

the most significant vertical potential in Romania. The 

system consists predominantly of vertical shafts.  

The international speleological expedition “Grind Explo 

2025” consisted of a preparatory trip in September, a main 

19-day expedition (26 September - 14 October), and a 

follow-up trip (12-17 November). The expedition made new 

discoveries beyond the 2024 terminus and further extended 

Romania’s deepest cave to a new depth of -815 m. Four 

possible new leads were found: a passage at -807 m, 

sumps at -815 and -785 m, as well as a chimney at -772 m. 

Cavers from Romania, Ukraine, Moldova, Serbia, and 

Canada pariticipated in the expedition. The project was 

supported by a financial grant of FSE as well as rope 

sponsoring by FSE’s official partner Korda’s.  

Full report available at: https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2026/05/ESP_2025_04_Grind_Report.pdf  

 

July 2026 ● EuroSpeleo Newsletter ● European Speleological Federation (FSE)   

 

FSE shop items are available online by email to shop@eurospeleo.eu 
 

For the available items please visit the FSE website 
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/supporting-items/ 
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Proposals to celebrate the IDCK 2026 

The European Cave Protection Commission (ECPC) has 

established a list of ideas to help all regional and local 

caving organisations to organise individual activities linked 

to the "International Day of Cave and Karst (IDCK)" which 

is celebrated each year on the 13th of September. 

Activities could possibly include: 

 Karst night (from bat night) or karst day. 

 Subtitles in local language for UIS-movie. 

 Guide politicians into caves to emphasize the need of 

cave and karst protection. 

 "Member of European Parliament in a Cave" (Field 

Advocacy): Every federation should try to invite a MEP or 

local officials into a cave, showing them first-hand how 

surface pollution hits their constituent’s drinking water, or 

make a nice visit to a cave showing the beauty and the 

fragility of the ecosystem. 

 "Karst 101" Workshops: Simple, visual sessions for 

municipality, water suppliers and mayors to explain why 

urban planning is key in karst. 

 The "Karst Water" Manifesto (FSE & European 

Environmental Bureau EEB): A unified demand to 

explicitly include "Karst Vulnerability" in the EU Water 

Framework Directive (WFD). We shouldn't try to change 

the whole Directive; it's too risky with the current 

deregulation trend. Instead, we demand a Technical 

Annex on Karst. This Annex would force every EU country 

to use Karst Vulnerability Mapping instead of standard 

models. It’s the only way to ensure the 'Non-

Deterioration' principle actually works for caves. With the 

WFD review coming in Q2 2026, our September 13th 

Manifesto with the EEB will be the perfect tool to 

influence the final text. 

 List of events. To be shared with cavers. 

 Guidelines what activities cavers in the world can do to 

gain more visibility. 

 Links to the main web site of IDCK from all caving club 

homepages: https://www.caveskarstday.org. 

 Distribute posters and flyers etc. 

 

 

 

UIS invites you to participate in the 1st 

International Arts & Letters Contest 
This contest is a creative call to all cavers, speleologists, 

and karst explorers at heart who see the underground 

world not only as a place of exploration but as a source of 

artistic inspiration. Whether you are a scientist 

documenting the depths or an explorer shaped by the 

silence of the cave, we invite you to share your unique 

perspective. Deadline for submissions is 15 of July  2026. All 

details at:  

https://uis-speleo.org/index.php/2026/05/08/the-1st-

international-arts-letters-contest-2026/ 

 

  

Join us at the 18th EuroSpeleo Forum 

(ESF) in Pazin, Croatia ! 
The 18th ESF will be organized by our Croatian colleagues 

in the city of Pazin in the heart of the Istrian Peninsula from 

13-15 November 2026. Preliminary program: 

Friday, 13th November 2026: 10:00 Opening of the 

exhibitions: "The Rašpor Cave", "Underground Waters" and 

"Croatian Explorers" (Memorial House); 10:00-16:00  

Program of interactive workshops for children, 

kindergartens and schools “21st Century Researchers” 

(Memorial House); 12:00-14:00 Round table discussion on 

problems in Pazinčica river and the Pazin Cave (Great Hall, 

Municipal Building); 16:00-20:00  Booth setup (associations, 

equipment sales) (Memorial House); 17:00-20:00  

Gathering, registration and accommodation of 

participants (Registration, City Sports Hall, Sleeping - Bocce 

Hall); 8:00 p.m. Gathering of arriving participants, 

Speleobar (tents, Gymnasium parking lot). 

Saturday, 14th November 2026: 8:00-12:00  Registration of 

participants (City Sports Hall); 9:40 Opening of the 

Conference. Welcome speech by representatives of the 

City of Pazin, CSF, FSE, SC CMA; 10:00-19:00  FSE meetings 

or other activities (Highschool Center or Memorial Center); 

10:00-19:45  lectures divided into blocks, poster 

presentations, photo and cave maps exhibition; 14:00- 

15:00 Organized lunch for registered participants; 19:30  

Announcement of the winners of the speleophoto 

competition; 20:00-02:00 Entertainment program, 

Speleobar (small tent with barbecue and drinks, large tent 

live band); 21:00 Speleopolygon (near Speleobar). 
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Sunday, 15th November 2026: 09:30-10:30 Meetings of 

speleological organizations (Croatian Speleological 

Association, Speleology Commission of the Croatian 

Mountaineering Association) (Highschool center); 10:30- 

11:15  Round table discussion on solving the problem of 

illegal waste dumps in speleological objects (Highschool 

center); 12:00-13:00 Lunch for registered participants. 

The registration fee is foreseen to be EUR 30 for online pre-

payment and EUR 35 for on-site registration. 

The preliminary list of field-trips is still subject to changes. 

Please note that access to some caves depends on the 

weather conditions. The following caves are currently on 

the list (including show caves): 

- Jama kod Rašpora (length: 7,592 m, depth: 391 m) 

 - Jama Krkuž (length: 1,738 m, depth: 191 m) 

 - Ponor Bregi (length: 2,110 m, depth: 269 m) 

 - Pazinska jama https://pazin-cave.com/hr   

 - Piskovica (1,036 m, the longest cave in flysch in Croatia) 

 - Jama Baredine https://baredine.com/  

A website with more details is under construction at 

https://www.speleo.hr/mundus-spelaeus-en/  

  

FSE scholarships to encourage young 

cavers to attend the 18th EuroSpeleo 

Forum in Pazin, Croatia 13-15 Nov. 

2026 
The annual EuroSpeleo Forum is a unique opportunity to 

discover karst areas around Europe, exchange 

knowledge about recent karst research, discoveries and 

cave protection activities on an international level. But 

most importantly, it is the place to become part of the 

European speleological community, where old and new 

friends as well as different generations of cave enthusiasts 

meet. It is the place to get connected to Speleology in 

Europe.  

For this reason the FSE supports especially the 

attendance of young speleologists active in caving, karst 

research or karst protection to the 18th EuroSpeleo Forum 

in 2026 in Croatia. 

The FSE grants two scholarships to young speleologists for 

attending the 18th EuroSpeleo Forum in Pazin, Istria, 

Croatia. 

Information on the EuroSpeleo Forum can be found here:  

https://www.speleo.hr/mundus-spelaeus-en/   

 

The requirements are:  

a) Applicants must be affiliated to an organisation being 

member of FSE (via your local club). 

b) Applicants must be 26 years of age or younger. You must 

be at least 18 years old when signing and sending in the 

application form. 

c) Applicants are required to send an application form and 

a letter of recommendation to the FSE.  

Each scholarship is up to a maximum of EUR 500. Details, 

including the deadline, will be specified on the application 

form to be downloaded here: 
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2026/06/FSE_Scholarship_2026.pdf 

Please send your application by e-mail as soon as possible 

to contact@eurospeleo.eu 

 

 
Winner of the EuroSpeleo Protection 

Label 2026 
PROTEctUS – Cleaning and Protecting Cave Habitats for the 

Conservation of the Black Olm by the Jamarski klub Novo 

mesto (Eng. Caving Club Novo mesto) from Slovenia. 

This project comprises cleanup activities in at least 35 

polluted caves and waste removal for creating cleaner and 

more stable conditions for the habitat of the black olm, an 

extremely rare and threatened endemic subspecies whose 

survival depends on unpolluted karst groundwater. By 

removing waste from caves and reducing sources of 

pollution in the recharge area of important springs, the 

project will also help protect the main drinking water 

resource of Bela krajina and reduce environmental and 

public health risks for the local community in Slovenia.  

By involving residents, volunteers, and young people in 

presentations, public events, and field activities, the project 

aims to improve environmental awareness, encourage 

responsible waste practices, and support long-term 

changes in local behavior. The project may also serve as a 

practical model for addressing similar problems in other 

sensitive karst regions of Slovenia. 
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https://pazin-cave.com/hr
https://baredine.com/
https://www.speleo.hr/mundus-spelaeus-en/
https://www.speleo.hr/mundus-spelaeus-en/
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/FSE_Scholarship_2026.pdf
https://www.eurospeleo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/FSE_Scholarship_2026.pdf
mailto:contact@eurospeleo.eu

